
 World Communion Sunday  

As an expression of our oneness in Christ, on October 6, followers of Jesus around the world will 

take part in the sacrament of the Lordõs Supper. The global community continues to be fraught 

with division, conflicts, and wars that separate us one from another, but World 

Communion Sunday reminds us that no matter our geographic, racial, cultural, 

political, and social boundaries, we are all Godõs children. We will gather in a circle 

around the Lordõs table and share the Bread of Life while singing One Bread, One 

Body.  

Refreshments will include Breads and Spreads. All are invited to bring a loaf of uncut bread and 

place it on the communion table before worshipñall types of breads. The variety of breads on the 

table will symbolize the diverse nature of Godõs worldwide familyñdiverse, but One in Christ.      

Our denominational Peace and Global Witness Offering will be received on October 6 and the 

local portion (25%) will support the Wreaths Across America program at the National Cemetery 

in Danville. Wreaths are laid by the tombs of those who have died in pursuit of peace. Please give.   

 

Pasta Dinner -  28 Years of Hospitality   

The countdown to the November 1 Pasta Dinner has begunñour 28th Pasta Dinner! Sign-up 

sheets will be posted soon for dessert contributions and workers. Once again, Vera Keller will 

guide us as we provide our community a special meal, fellowship, music and gift shopping. There 

will be a job for everyone!  

Ticket sales will remain the same: $8 adults, $4 kids under 12, and free for kids under 3. Tickets 

are available in the office. Please sell tickets and help promote the dinner 

throughout town. Carry outs and in -town deliveries will be available as well. 

Our parking lot Christmas lights will be hung the week before the dinner. Con-

tact Wade if you can help. A portion of the Pasta Dinner proceeds, about $800, is 

distributed to several local mission agencies. 

  

ɯRemembrance of the Saints  

The early church set All Saintsõ Day on November 1 so we will remember the saints during wor-

ship on November 3 . Please bring pictures of the saints you have loved - both those who are liv-

ing and those who have died - and place them on the Lordõs Table prior to worship. We will read 

the names in worship and sing For All the Saints. Its chorus speaks well: òO bless communion, fel-

lowship divine! We feebly struggle; they in glory shine; yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 

Alleluia! Alleluia!ò                                       
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Preschool, Dates 

Pastorõs Letter 

Dear Friends, 

 I experience worship as a time to renew life for the 
week ahead, like the morning sun renews life for the 
day ahead. Life includes plenty of difficulties so it 
needs a boost of hope on a regular basis.  

 One of our Presbyterian confessionsñ
The Confession of 1967ñdescribes the spirit 
of renewed life much better than I can. 
Hereõs a portion of it.        

 

The new life takes shape in a community in which men and 
women know that God loves and accepts them in spite of 
what they are. They therefore accept themselves and love 
others, knowing that no one had any ground on which to 
stand, except Godõs grace.  

The new life does not release people from conflict with unbe-
lief pride, lust, fear. People still have to struggle with dis-
heartening difficulties and problems. Nevertheless, as they 
mature in love and faithfulness in their life with Christ, they 
live in freedom and good cheer, bearing witness on good days 
and evil days, confident that the new life is pleasing to God 
and helpful to others.  

The new life finds its direction in the life of Jesus, his deeds 
and words, his struggles against temptations, his compas-
sion, his anger, and his willingness to suffer death. The 
teachings of apostles and prophets guide men and women in 
their life, and the Christian community nurtures and equips 
them for their ministries. The members of the church are em-
issaries of peace and seek the good of people in cooperation 
with powers and authorities in politics, culture, and econom-
ics. Their strength is in their confidence that Godõs purpose 
rather than human schemes will finally prevail.                                                                                      
  

If youõre looking for new life each week, I bet youõll 
find it in worship. I hope so. I hope you find it in our 
worship and in our people. The new life is pleasing to 
God and helpful to others.          

Blessings, Wade  

                                  

                                   

        

 

                                            

          

Pumpkins, Corn, and Squirrels, Oh My!  

October at Small Wonders will be full of fall colors, 

critters, and science! Our classroom theme for the 

month of October is òPumpkins, Corn, and Squirrels, 

Oh My!ó We will be exploring the chang-

ing colors of the season, the life of a 

pumpkin, and discussing what animals 

do in the fall to get ready for the winter. 

October is a busy month for us.  

We will continue to have our monthly visit from Janell 

from the Hoopeston Public Library. We will also be 

joining the community in celebrating school spirit and 

having a week of òdress-up daysó to show our support 

for Homecoming games. Then, of course, both Small 

Wonders Preschool classes will also have their own 

Halloween Party!  

Our fall fundraiser begins this 

month and the class will be 

selling Beef House Frozen 

Rolls, Apple Butter, and Straw-

berry Jam. Items will be deliv-

ered tentatively on November 

15, in time for Thanksgiving 

dinner. All money raised will 

be used for our spring field 

trip to the Indianapolis Zoo. 

On order sheet will be on the 

table in the narthex soon.  

I want to thank everyone who has donated items for 

the classroom. All of your support is very much appre-

ciated.  - Margo Watson, Director  

Fall Congregational Meeting  

Our fall congregational meeting will be held after wor-

ship on October 27. The congregation will be asked to 

affirm the slate of officers provided by the Nominating 

Committee. Only members of the church may speak 

and vote at congregational meetings and our bylaws 

identify a quorum as thirty members. 

The pastor moderates congregational 

meetings but is not a voting member of 

the congregation.  

Pasta Work Day      

After worship and refreshments on October 20, we will 

work on a list of chores to prepare the church for the 

Pasta Dinner on November 1. Please stay and help.                 

Trunk or Treat  

A favorite event for children and adults returns this 

month. Kids may wear their Halloween costumes to 

church on October 27 and follow-

ing worship weõll have our own 

Halloween party in the parking lot 

with òTrunk or Treat.ó As the chil-

dren make their way from car to 

car, adults (who can also dress up 

or decorate their vehicles if they 

like) are invited to hand out treatsñhomemade or store 

bought. All Hallowsõ Evening is the evening before All 

Saintsõ Day (Nov. 1), a time when many Christians cel-

ebrate the mystery of life after death using a variety of 

playful costumes and traditions. We will recognize All 

Saintsõ Day in worship on November 3 and will re-

member the Saints in our lives.                                                                                                                                                                                

Small Wondersõ Students      

We pray for 3- and 4-year-old students who are en-

rolled in Small Wonders this year. We hope their pre-

school experience is warm 

and friendly and helps them 

discover the òsmall wondersó 

they really are. We pray for 

our teachers as well: Margo 

Watson and Mechelle Berlin.   

4-Year Class      3-Year Class 

Viola Clemmons     Alora Berlin  

Grayson Goodrum     Emma Gillins  

Dylan Judy       Taya Hartman 

Olive Shields     Indie Wallace 

Brantley Stevens    Grayson Young 

Rhyan Trosper     Beckett Walder 

Sofia Macedo  

Caydence Bryll  

Evalyn Shain   

 

 

 

 

October Birthdays  

02  Logan Robinson 
03  Peg Clem 
10  Gina Morgan  
15  Cameron Flint  
15  John Lindley  
17  Ashley Morgan  
23  Betty Huffman  
30  Marge Foster 
31  Jeff Schellhardt 
 

October Anniversaries  

10/03/2015   Jordan and Destini Flint  
10/10/1992   Brad and Sue Burton 
10/12/1996   Wade Meranda and Ann Schwartz  
 

 

Guest Preacher      

We will be blessed to have Judi Geistlinger preach here 

on October 20. Judi is a Commissioned Elder in the 

church and has served as a pastor an other 

church positions in recent years. She is a 

member of FPC Champaign and works as 

a Sr. Training Specialist at U of I. Judi and 

her husband Jay have two adult children. 

Wade will be away, walking in a Cancer 

Walk with his niece in Grand Rapids.                                                            
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Youth Ministry    

Hereõs the upcoming schedule for our Youth Group 

ministry (5th -12th grades).      

 Oct 13  11:45 a.m.ñLeave to serve at Fair Hope  

    Childrenõs Ministry in Danville  

 Oct 20  4:45 p.m.ñMovie Night   

 Nov 3   11:45 a.m.ñLeaf Raking Service  

The youth will serve at Fair Hope Childrenõs Ministry 

on October 13 and will stop for ice cream before re-

turning at approximately 3:45 p.m. Fair Hope provides 

items for children in the area all 

year long. The congregation is 

invited to donate new childrenõs 

socks (all sizes) and the youth will 

deliver them.   

The youth will meet on October 20 at 4:45 p.m. to 

watch the movie òI Can Only Imagineó on the big 

screen in the sanctuary.    

After worship on November 3 , the youth and parents 

will rake leaves for congregation members and others 

in the community who would like their yard raked. 

Donations for the summer mission trip are appreicated. 

Let Kathy Watson know if you would like your yard 

raked!  

The youth washed over thirty cars on September 29 as 

a service project, free to all in town! Picture below.   

   SERRV Fair Trade Sale 

In addition to enjoying a delightful meal and Rickõs 
piano repertoire of popular show tunes, people can 
also shop at the Pasta Dinner on November 1.  Dozens 
of handcrafted items will be available in the narthex as 
part of the SERRV artisan saleñornaments, candles, 
jewelry, scarves, and more. All proceeds support the 
creative work of artisans around the world. Itõs a Fair 
Trade ministry so artisans receive fair compensation for 
their work.    

Items on display can be purchased during the Pasta 
Dinner. Items can also be ordered from the Serve and 
Earn catalog on the table in the narthex, which has over 
1,000 items. Serve and Earn items can be seen on the 
website as well at www.serrvandearn.org.  

To order Serve and Earn items, fill out the churchõs or-
der form on the table in the narthex and give it to Lin-
da, Barb, or Pat. Write the item number, description, 
price and quantity on the order sheet. Orders can be 
placed anytime before November 3.  

In appreciation of our support of the artisans, the 
SERRV organization will give 20% of the Serve and 
Earn catalog sales amount to the church to support our 
Small Wonders Preschool. Your purchase will support 
the artist and our preschool!        

The SERRV catalogs will be available to look through 
in early October. We thank Linda Martin and Barb Park 
for coordinating the SERRV sale once again.   

A story of one of the many artisans is below.  
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Weõve Got Mail 

For support from McFarland Fund: 

The churchõs donation of $300 for hygiene products 
was an answer to prayer. It will be used to benefit 
Hoopeston area teenagers in need. We are grateful for 
Godõs blessing through your congregation.  - Donna 
Edington, The Dwelling Place of Vermilion County  

Thank you so much for your generous donation of $200 
to the òShoes for Little Soulsó project. We were able to 
donate 133 pairs of shoes this year for kids in our com-
munity as they headed back to school.ñCarole Bond, 
Prairie Green Church of Christ   

We would like to say thank you for your 
kind donation. The $200 will help start 
up a new season for our youth in town.
ñHoopeston Youth Wrestling Club  

Maple School would like to thank you for your gener-
ous $500 donation for needy children. We have so 
many needs in our community and this donation will 
assist us with many. Thank you for all the ways you 
make this world a brighter one. ñMaple Grade School 

Thank you First Presbyterian Church. Your contribu-
tion of $500 is a generous sum that will help us assist 
needy families/students at John Greer school. We 
count on your church as a faith-based partner and ap-
preciate your support of our work with children. God 
bless.ñDan Walder, Principal  

Thank you for your $500 of support for our Infant 
Needs Center. It provides supplies for many infants in 
town all year long.ñFirst Christian Church  

Thank you for your generous $500 donation. We are 
serving children of all ages who may otherwise go hun-
gry. They receive a sack lunch Monday through Friday 
during the summer months. Jesus said, òFeed my 
lambs.ó Thanks for helping. ñUMC Feed My Lambs 

Thank you for your kind and generous donation of 
$2,500 to fund our Back to School Supplies program. 
Your support of the children in our community is a 
true blessing.ñBeth Bray Knecht, Multi Agency  

Thanks for your generous donation of $2,000 to sup-
port our presbyteryõs Camp Carew. The camp provides 
a place where children can see, listen, and learn about 
the beauty of Godõs creation in nature, in themselves, 
and in others as they live, learn, and play together.       
ñBob McNabb, Treasurer, Camp Carew  

For support from the Pentecost Offering: 

On behalf of Danville Ambucs, thank you so much for 
your recent donation of $150. We do lots of events to 
benefit our Ambuc Kids in the county. We provide a 
variety resources and programs for children with disa-
bilities. ñSincerely, Bill Fulton, AMBUCS  

For support of PCUSA Special Offerings: 

Thanks of your support of Special Offerings. We re-
ceived $377 for the One Great Hour of Sharing which  
supports disaster relief operations and $226 for the 
Pentecost Offering which supports at -risk programs for 
youth and young adults. Your congregation joins other 
churches to change lives around the world through 
ministries that bring compassion, advocacy, develop-
ment, peacemaking, and education to those in need.   
ñBryce Wiebe, PCUSA Special Offerings   

For cards and support: 

Dear church family. Thank you for the thoughts and 
prayers and the gas gift cards to support our many 
trips to Rileyõs Hospital during Masonõs recent hospital 
stay.ñKarl and Holly Steiner  

For Change for Change support: 

Thank you for your generous donation to our activities 
program here at Heritage Health Nursing Home. Itõs 
with support like yours that we get to help make our 
residentõs lives fun.ñ Paige Brown, Activities Director  

Taste and See  

The Psalmist declared, òTaste and see that the Lord is 
good,ó so our Wednesday morning Bible Study group 
will begin a six week culinary and spiritual adventure 
into the importance of foods and meals in the Bible. It 
offers an appreciation for the way we approach food 

and for those who grow 
and prepare our meals.  

It embarks on a spiritual 
adventure by descending 
into a salt mine, baking 
fresh matzo, harvesting 
olives, and tasting succu-
lent figs at sites around 
the world.  

The program encourages 
us to read Scripture in 
light of the things we do 
every day. All are wel-
come to the study.      




