
Ordination and Installation of Officers  

The act of ordaining and installing elders and deacons to service belongs to the Session. This is 

hopeful and holy moment in the life of a congregation and the òlaying on of handsó is a powerful 

Biblical tradition that passes the responsibilities of church office to another set of disciples in an 

orderly way - enabling the Spirit of God will continue to lead the church without interruption.     

On January 13, Donna Boyer, Rita Carter, Elizabeth Donley, and Shirley Wagoner 

will be ordained/installed to the office of Elder and Debi Lankford will be or-

dained/installed to the office of Deacon. These new officers 

will join with others on the Session and Deacon Board to seek 

the will of God for our congregation. And as Jesus did, they 

will serve with a spirit full of grace and truth.  

Officers who will be completing their terms of service on Jan-

uary 13 are elders Karl Steiner, Linda Martin, Gloria Jahn, and Annie Nelson and 

deacon Rita Carter. We are grateful for all of them and for their willingness to 

give and serve in this way.                                                                     

                                           

ɯAnnual Meeting of the Congregation  

The annual meeting of the congregation will be held on January 27 following our morning wor-

ship service. We will take time to review the Annual Report together, remember 2018, and look 

ahead to our ministry in 2019. We hope to have written Annual Report published and available on 

January 20. This is our time take an accounting of our journey and to move ahead into the new 

year where we will continue to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. In Presbyterian polity, all 

members are given voice and vote at meetings of the congregation and the pastor moderates the 

meeting.             
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First Presbyterian Church of Hoopeston  

  

Head of the Church       Jesus Christ 

Ministers of the Good News      All  of Us  

  

Session Elders 

 Lent/Easter Season Planning   Laura Flint, Janet Smith 

 Pentecost Summer Season    Joe Steiner, Julie Stump 

 Pentecost Fall Season      Karl Steiner, Wayne Bandy
 Advent/Christmas Season     Debby Dixon, Linda Martin
 Epiphany Season       Gloria Jahn, Julie Stump  

  

Deacons          Shirley Wagoner,  Rita  
            Carter, Dale Smith 

  

Organist and Music Director       Rick Brackmann 

Custodian          Gary Deck   

Preschool Director       Julia Eisenmann 

Pastor           Wade Meranda 

Administrative Assistant      Betsy Schellhardt 

Preschool Assistant Teacher     Sarah Tribbey 

Youth Group Director       Kathy Watson 



Page 2 

Pastorõs Letter 

January Birthdays  

5  Barb Park, Marge Carlson, Mechelle Berlin 
6  Chet Catron 
7  Craig Lithgow  
9  Jordan Flint 
15  Arlene Miller, Dale Smith  
19  Linda Martin  
22  Brad Burton 
23  Wade Meranda 
27  Wayne Bandy 
29  Alex Berg 
30  Pat Vacketta 
   

January Anniversaries  

01/01/2000  Terry and Laura Flint  
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Prayers, MLK, Dates 

Pastorõs Letter  

Dear Friends,  

 It takes me awhile to get going in the new year be-

cause I donõt like letting go of the old one. Every year 

of life a journey and an accomplishment and I like to 

enjoy that for as long as possible. We did it. Life wasnõt 

always easy last year, but we did it.                                     

 I have many old clothes, old cars, old shoes, old 

tools, and an old dog and I hate to let these things go as 

well. I like repairing things and thatõs part of my prob-

lem! So we had to repair the dog last fall 

when her knee broke, and Iõm happy to 

report that sheõs working well again.  

One of our cars has 260,000 miles one it 

and needs repairs each year, and its my 

favorite one.                                

 The church is quite old too, so I like that. The Bible 

is as well. I think we can say that God is pretty old. I 

love spending time in the church. Grace is old. Truth is 

old. Love is old. Forgiveness is old. Fidelity is old. 

Compassion is old. Hope is old. Peace is old. All the 

things we hear about here every week . . . are old. This 

is great place to be!  

 Letõs keep taking care of these old things in 2019. 

We need them. The Bible says we need them. God gave 

them to us knowing that we need them. You and I need 

them. Our families need them. Our community needs 

them. Life just doesnõt work without them.  

 So this is what weõll do again this year. We will take 

care of the holy things of old, the things that matter, as 

Jesus did. As the disciples did. As the church did. And 

does.       

Blessings, Wade                                                                                  

In Our Prayers  

Those who grieve: Evelyn Martin, Donna Gagnon (R. Stumpõs 

friend), Bill Couch (C. Leeõs Dad), Betty Boehme (R Carterõs friend), 

Families of the dead in the California fires and the shootings in Thou-

sand Oaks CA and Pittsburgh, Joyce Fix -Williams (Stan Wagonerõs 

cousin) Carol Kloska, Mary Smith (Stu Smithõs mother), Anna 

Clouse, Mary Zemke, Bill Medler, Laura Girton (Watsonõs friend), 

Loretta Tarr (K. Watsonõs aunt). 

  

Those with immediate concerns: Sue Davia (D. Dixonõs sister), 

Shawn Lane (Stan Wagonerõs cousin), Eileen Leemon, Kelley Clem, 

Dale Smith, Gina Grill (Katie Grillõs (Brackmann) mother in law), 

Josh and Krisin Eighner (Steinerõs friend), Beau Edrington (S. Betkaõs 

cousin), Karen Peterson (D. Dixonõs sister), Charles France (J. Smithõs 

brother), Troy Flint, Angela DeVore (T. Flintõs friend), Judy Stevens 

(E Donleyõs cousin), Marla Haas, Jill Hass Burkowski (R. Carterõs 

cousin), Cameron Flint, Shirley Wagoner, 

Patty Goldstein (D. Boyerõs sister-in-law), 

Gary Fritz (H. Steinerõs dad), Kevin 

Moore (Burtonõs friend), Joyce Cotting-

ham (L. Martinõs friend), Jeremy Hirsch-

land (B Huffmanõs grandson), Jane Stei-

ner, Charles Leemon, Linda Fritz (H. Stei-

nerõs mom), Paul Roberts, Brenda Pelman 

(K. Coxõs mom), Nathan Allis (C. New-

manõs nephew), Blake Kinnett (BHHS student), Mary Kane (K. Rootõs 

aunt), Natalie Zollar (E. Donleyõs niece), Ian Anderson (J. Stumpõs 

nephew), Vickie Anderson (J. Stumpõs sister), Ann Coffman, Martha 

Barner, John and Carole Ronane (J. Stumpõs friends), Beth Meese (G. 

Morganõs friend). 

 

Those with long -term concerns: Steve Long (D. Dixonõs brother), 

Tina and John Hanson (Vi Hansonõs children), Carol Betka, Brian 

Lemenager (M Fosterõs grandson), Felix and Louise Morgan (M Mor-

ganõs grandparents), Mason Steiner, Cheryl Steiner, Katie Siler 

(Wadeõs niece), Patti Root (K. Rootõs mom), Paula Sims, Ruth High-

fill, Marty Kloska, Steve Johnson (S. Wagonerõs friend), Rob Burton 

Family (J. Stumpõs brother), Larry Betka, John Lindley, Gary and 

Jeanette Deck,  Dennis Carter (R. Carterõs brother-in-law), John 

Masengale  (S. Burtonõs dad), Mason Whitaker (G. Deckõs grandson), 

Sue Burton, Charlie Pajor, Linda Briscoe (L. Huffmanõs niece), Lori 

Egnew Vaughan (G. Morganõs friend) and  Sophia Voyda (E. Don-

leyõs niece), Drew and Kelsey Sheppard and baby Leena (D. Dixonõs 

friends). 

 

Those homebound in assisted living or nursing homes: Vader 

Clements, Mike Blankenship, Pat Vacketta, Louise Donley (E. Don-

leyõs grandma), Lois Lankford, Jeanette Couch (C. Leeõs grandmoth-

er). 

 

Those in church leadership: Our Session and Deacon Board, Rev. 

Wade, Vilmaria Cintron -Oliviere and Cindy Kohlmann (General 

Assembly co-moderators), J. Herbert Nelson (G.A. clerk), Roger Al-

len (Presbytery moderator), Bill McLean (Pres. PCC),  

Martin Luther King Jr. Day  

Consider celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. Day on January 15 
with some of his most poignant quotes. All are worth contem-
plating.  

 

We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite 
hope. 

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.  

Forgiveness is not an occasional act. It is 
a permanent attitude. 

I have decided to stick with love. Hate is 
too great a burden to bear. 

Faith is taking the first step even when 
you donõt see the whole staircase. 

Lifeõs most persistent and urgent question is, ôWhat are you do-
ing for others? 

Never succumb to the temptation of bitterness. 

Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things 
that matter. 

We may have all come on different ships, but weõre in the same 
boat now. 

Change does not roll in on the wheels of inevitability, but comes 
through continuous struggle.  

Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into 
friend.  

Let no man pull you so low as to hate him.  

If you canõt fly then run, if you canõt run then walk, if you canõt 
walk then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving 
forward.  

Be Still and Know I Am God  

Psalm 46  

God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear,  
though the earth should change, 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
though its waters roar and foam,  
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  

There is a river whose streams 
make glad the city of God, 
the holy habitation of the Most High.  
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;  
God will help it when the morning dawns.  

The nations are in an uproar, 
the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, 
the earth melts. 
The Lord of hosts is with us;  
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Come, behold the works of the Lord;  
see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 
he burns the shields with fire.  

òBe still, and know that I am God! 
I am exalted among the nations, 
I am exalted in the earth.ó 

The Lord of hosts is with us;  
the God of Jacob is our refuge. Amen.  



Finances, Mission 
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Weõve Got Mail 

For staff Christmas gift: 
Dear church family: Thank you so much for the Christ-
mas gift card. Your kindness is greatly appreciated, as 
well as your consistent support of the your group 
throughout the year. With a grateful heart ñKathy 
Watson, Youth Director  
 
For staff Christmas gift: 
Thanks for the gifts and for your prayers and support 
all year long. There is much love and joy in our congre-
gation and Iõm so grateful to be part of it. - Rev. Wade 
 
For staff Christmas gift:  
Thank you so much for the gift. It 
is very much appreciated. You all 
are so kind. - Pat Catron, Adminis-
trative Assistant, Clerk of Session 
  
For staff Christmas gift:  
Thank you for the gift card for Christmas. As always, it 
wasnõt necessary, but very much appreciated. Thanks 
for trusting me as your treasurer. - Barb Park, Treasur-
er 
 
For staff Christmas gift:  
Thank you for the gift card! So very thoughtful of all of 
you.ñSarah Tribbey, Preschool Director  
 
For Christmas gift: 
How kind of you to send me a lovely poinsettia, plate 
of delicious cookies, and the special angel holding a 
candleñwhat a treasure! Thank you. Merry Christmas 
to all! With love and appreciation, Betty Huffman  
 
 

For Christmas gift: 
Thank you so much for the kind, thoughtful, and lov-
ing cards you send me. I really love receiving them. 
Thank you also for the sweet cookies, poinsettia, and 
the lighted angel that you gave me for Christmas. I re-
ally like them. Thank you for thinking of me. God bless 
you all. Love, Pat Vacketta  
 
For Memorial Service and Care:  
The family of Evelyn Martin would like to thank you 
for all the cards, calls, donations and acts of kindness 
during this difficult time.  Mom would have enjoyed 
the service by Wade and Ann and the beautiful music 
by Rick, Donna, Sarah and Barry Young. It was all com-
forting to us. Thank you to Vera for coordinating the 
luncheon and especially Momõs request for ice cream. 
Thank you to all the people who provided food and 
helped in any way. The whole day was an outpouring 
of love from our church family and friends. It was defi-
nitely a celebration of Evieõs life. We appreciate your 
continuing prayers and support. With love and bless-
ings, Linda, Carol and Shari, Donna and Sarah, Dave 
and Brenda, Sean and Bianca, Scot, Jen and Madison.  

Denominational Special Offerings  

We participate in all four of our denominational special 

mission offerings each year. By giving together, our 

Presbyterian churches can reach out in a larger way to 

help meet the many un-met needs around the world. 

Thanks to all who gave this year. Our 2018 offerings:         
 

  $311    One Great Hour of Sharing  

        for disaster assistance    

  $255  Pentecost Offering  

        for children and youth at risk  

  $412  Peacemaking Offering  

        for non-violent reconciliation  

  $403  Christmas Joy Offering  

        for retired church workers and  

        Presbyterian racial-ethnic colleges  

Our Fair Share: Per Capita  

The PC(USA) Per Capita for churches for 2019 is as-

sessed at $42.00 per member (adults and confirmed 

youth). The purpose of the dues is so all congregations 

fairly share the administrative costs of operating the 

larger church. The Per Capita funds 

are divided among our General As-

sembly, synod, and Presbytery, ena-

bling them to provide necessary sup-

port and connections for all our con-

gregations. 

The Session encourages every member to contribute a 

Per Capita gift. Please indicate òPer Capitaó on your 

check and pay before February 28 if possible.                                             

General Fund Giving  

We are grateful for all those who gave generously in 

2018. We had a good increase and we continue to a 

pray for giving to increase further, to $140,000 per year 

so we can operate with the staff and 

programs we desire without assistance 

from our savings account. May the spir-

it of generosity continue to abide with 

all our members and friends in 2019.                                                                                                 

 

 2018 2017 2016 

Given as of Dec 31 $105,385 $100,396 $107,483 

Total for Year $105,385 $100,396 $107,483 

Pledges for Year $102,925 $101,880 $107,368 

Change for Change 2018  

You are invited to give on January 20 to support Bis-

mark Blessingsña new program that provides items 

for families in need in the Bismarck -Henning School 

District. Please give.  

In 2018 we helped fill many unmet needs in our area 

though the Change for Change ministry. We are grate-

ful to all who give.        
 

 Jan  CWS Church World Service Blanket Sunday  $432 

 Feb  COTA Childrenõs Organ Transplant Assoc      $1,798 

 Mar  HART Hoopeston Area Rescue Team   $195 

 Apr   KVCB Keep Vermilion County Beautiful    $229 

 May VBS for area kids        $334 

 June CASA Court Appointed Special Advocates   $218 

 July  Blessings in a Backpack for kids     $176 

 Aug  Multi Agency Back to School Supplies   $293 

 Sept Behold! - Christion musical group     $218 

 Nov  Winter Coats for area families     $231 

 Dec  HAMA Emergency Assistance Fund     $230 

Christmas Eve Mission Offering  

Our Christmas Eve offering was $473 and will support 

the programs of the Hoopeston Multi Agency. The 

agency provides many services to local residents of all 

ages: transportation, senior dances, utility assistance, 

employment services, food pantry, others.     

Recycling Mission  

Help us be good stewards of Godõs creation. We are a 

recycling center for several hazardous items.   

�‡ Recycling paper, glass, and 

plastic. If you are not able to 

participate in Hoopestonõs 

curbside program, bring your 

recycling to church. Pickup is 

every other Friday. Bins are 

outside by the trash bins.  

�‡ Recycling batteries and light bulbs.  Both batteries 

and CFL bulbs contain toxic heavy metals. Bins for 

these items are on the counter in fellowship hall.  

�‡ Recycling cell phones. Your donations of old 

phones provides phone cards for U.S. military per-

sonnel serving away from home. 

�‡ Recycling ink jet cartridges. The ink in printer car-

tridges is very toxic.   

�‡ Recycling pop tabs. Tabs are collected for recycling 

to support the Ronald McDonald House at Rileyõs 

Childrenõs Hospital in Indianapolis.                               


